
  

For a synodal Church; communion I participation I Mission 

“Synodality is at the service of the mission of the Church, in which all members are called to 

participate. A Synodal church is a participatory and co-responsible Church. The members of the 

People of God are united by Baptism, and “if by the will of Christ some are made teachers, 

pastors and dispenser of mysteries on behalf of others, yet all share a true equality with regard 

to dignity and to the activity common to all the Faithful for the building up of the Body of 

Christ.” The entire Catholic Church is called to participate in the upcoming Synod of Bishops! 

You are encouraged to join your fellow Catholics for a parish listening session on  

  

RSVP are not necessary but please contact Fred Ouellette at 254 855 6227 or e mail at 

dadolet3@gmail.com for more information. 

Sharing Responsibility for Our Common Mission and Sharing Authority 

and Participation. 

The questions we will consider under this core question are:  

 How are the baptized members of your parish able to participate in 

the mission of the Church to proclaim the Gospel? 

 What hinders people from being active in your parish?  

 How is authority or governance exercised in your local parish?  
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 How are teamwork and co-responsibility put into practice in your 

local parish? 

Discerning and Deciding. 

 In a Synodal style, we make decisions through discernment of what the Holy 

Spirit is saying through our whole community. Synodal style of decision-making is 

to listen first, dialogue, pray, discern, and then the pastor makes a decision on 

behalf of community. A Synodal Church does not make decisions to accomplish 

pre-identified priorities.  “In a Synodal Church, the whole community, in the free 

and rich diversity of its members, is called together to pray, listen, analyse, 

dialogue, discern and offer advice on making pastoral decisions which correspond 

as closely as possible to God’s will.” (Vademecum no. 1.4) 

The questions we will consider for Discerning and Deciding are:  

 How does your parish use the methods of listening and speaking 

(consultation) to make decisions?  

 How does your parish promote participation in decision-making within the 

hierarchical structures of the Church?  

 Does the decision-making methods of your parish help you to listen to all 

members of the community including those who are on the peripheries of 

parish life? 

 


